Student-Athlete Advisory Committee Meeting
September 29, 2016
Present: (Baseball) Dan McGill, Connor Cleary; (Softball) Tayler Barcomb, August Jackson; (Wrestling) Rashad Williams; (Men’s Basketball) Jake Barrett; (Women’s Basketball) Marie Rothrock; (Men’s Cross/Track) Kenneth Faulkner; (Men’s Golf) Ethan Cairns; (Women’s Golf) Meg Mills; (Men’s Lacrosse) Bradley Lucas; (Women’s Lacrosse) Faith Kent, Kaitlyn Kimball; (Men’s Soccer) Michael Ritterbeck, Mads Aagurd; (Women’s Soccer) Ariana Tashjiam, Grayson Chappell, Trisha Thompson; (Men’s Tennis) Dominic Allen; (Women’s Tennis) Sarah Elliott, Jennifer Mezei; (Men’s Volleyball) Gary Baker, James Fulton; (Women’s Volleyball) Rachel Waters; Dr. Robert Wyatt; Jennifer Bell
Absent: (Spirit Squad) Margaret Baker, Savage Watson; (Wrestling) Temaris Dixon, Kyle Chrzanowski; (Men’s Basketball) Roman Hall; (Women’s Basketball) Sydney Shull; (Men’s Cross/Track) Jacob Chebii, Malik Tarbell; (Women’s Cross/Track) Charity Snelling, Lisa Foster, Tiffany Taylor; (Men’s Golf) Will Bundy; (Women’s Golf) Kelli Smith; (Men’s Lacrosse) Evan Bachman, Deshaun Ormond; (Women’s Lacrosse) Marabeth Durden; (Men’s Tennis) Felix Schweyer; (Women’s Volleyball) Missy Reid, Shyanne Rebrovich
Minutes: 
Meeting began at 11:00am. 
Jennifer Bell welcomed the group and then introduced Dr. Wyatt.
Dr. Wyatt addressed the group. The student-athletes were given an opportunity to ask questions, and most of the questions revolved around athletic facilities and needs/wants of the student-athletes. 
Jennifer Bell gave an overview of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and showed the student-athletes the SAAC page on the Coker Athletic website. This page includes the roster, meeting dates, community engagement activities and minutes from each meeting. The group was encouraged to explore that page, as well as to be the voice of the student-athletes, be the leaders, to make a difference on campus, in the community and in the conference. 
Community engagement: Ideas were discussed briefly
Make-A-Wish: An introductory video was shown to the group, and then a wish reveal video was shown. Ideas for raising money for Make-A-Wish were discussed – i.e. dorm invasions, #Give1Make1 campaign, buckets at home events, drag race, local restaurants (Zaxby’s, Applebee’s Groucho’s Deli, Bizzell’s, Sweet Frog)
South Atlantic Conference SAAC meeting: Sunday, October 16; student-athletes had an opportunity to sign up to attend this meeting. After the meeting three reps were chosen: Rachel Waters (fall sport representative from WVB), Rashad Williams (winter sport representative from MWR) and Ethan Cairns (spring sport representative from Men’s Golf). 
Roundtable discussions and reports: 
1. What should the SAAC focus on in 2016-17? Name 3-5 goals. Name 2-3 projects. Name 1-2 Community Outreach activities. 

Get more people to attend athletic events; Work on finding a space in Timberlake for a net for Golf and other outdoor sports who may need it; Become more vocal and execute the ideas that are discussed; start an Instagram account so we can promote events, themes for home games, Make-A-Wish fundraisers, etc. (Jennifer Bell has started the process for the Instagram account. It should be up-and-running by next week.) 
Two student-athletes volunteered to lead the charge for the themed events (Tayler Barcomb and Marie Rothrock.) 

T-shirts were discussed, and two SAAC reps volunteered to design the shirts. The group would like to order t-shirts for the committee to wear on special event days, etc., and the group would like to order shirts to hand out to students who attend home events. Need to figure out how to make this happen. What other groups on campus can we work with for this particular goal?

2. What types of leadership or professional development activities would you like to see for this committee? Would you like to have someone speak to the group about leadership? If so, what topics? 

Someone who leads by example. (Need more ideas on this one. Ran out of time.)

3. What is the purpose of the SAAC? What is the “mission” statement of our SAAC? What should be our motto/slogan? 

Be the voice of the student-athlete body; get people involved within the community and the student body; make a difference; After the meeting, someone suggested “Be Present” – at events, in meetings, in conversations, in class, in the conference, in the community, etc. 

4. What are some of the biggest struggles our student-athletes face at Coker? What can the SAAC do to help relieve these struggles? 

Practices that are scheduled later in the afternoon/early evening make it difficult for student-athletes to eat in the dining hall; The SAAC would like to discuss possible solutions with the dining hall staff. For example, using the “Simply to go” option, opening earlier, staying open later, leaving the sandwich line open, etc. We will invite the staff to attend our October meeting. 

5. The Make-A-Wish Foundation is very important to Division II and to our institution, and we compete with other schools in the South Atlantic Conference to raise money for the Foundation. What are some ideas to help raise money for Make-A-Wish? 

50-50 raffle, get involved with City Hall, host a homecoming event for local high schools and Governor’s School, proceeds from restaurants and other establishments in town, #Give1Make1, dorm invasions once per semester
Compliance tidbit: Student-athletes were reminded to look at the weekly hour logs before signing them, as they should make sure the logs are accurate. If they’re not accurate, student-athletes were encouraged to speak up. JBell reminded the group that in season (nonchampionship and championship), a maximum of 20 hours can be used and one day off must be given, and out of season, a maximum of 8 hours can be used and two days off must be given. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student-athletes left their t-shirt size on their way out. Those who were unable to attend will need to send that information to Jennifer Bell. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05pm. 
